Basic isoforms of hemolymph storage proteins expressed during larval metamorphosis.
The hemolymph of metamorphosing, final instar larvae of Trichoplusia ni was analyzed for the presence of basic forms of normally positively charged storage proteins. Basic forms of arylphorin and a normally acidic juvenile hormone suppressible protein were identified. For each of these two proteins, variation was observed in the immunoreactivity of forms with different basic charges, where the antisera had been generated against acidic forms of each protein. A basic protein of high molecular size (ca. M(r) 150,000) was identified that cross-reacted specifically with an antiserum raised against a normally basic, M(r) 74,000 juvenile hormone suppressible protein in the hemocyanin superfamily.